Multiple Myeloma: Detecting Genetic Changes Through Bone Marrow Biopsy and the Influence on Care.
Knowledge of genetic mutations and how these affect patient outcomes is rapidly expanding in the care of individuals diagnosed with multiple myeloma (MM). Genetic analysis of bone marrow biopsies now provides information about diagnosis,response to treatment, and prognosis. Oncology nurses need to understand the science and meaning of bone marrow biopsy reports, including the implications of genetic alterations and minimal residual disease. This will allow them to provide care, support, and education related to MM and its treatment to patients and their families.